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DHS EX-STUDENTS’ ASS’N – AGM 2018 – SUMMARY OF MAIN ITEMS
PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS: 
In reviewing the past year, Greta commented that the main point of interest was clearly the move of the archive collection from room A27 across the veranda into room A20.  To reiterate part of what was said about this item in 2017, the Association expresses its appreciation to the School for making this space available, thereby ensuring the preservation of an original 1920s class room, and eventual establishment of a small museum; the initial furnishing for which has been ordered and will be in place in the coming weeks.
Another item foreshadowed in last year’s report referred to the funding of a proposed scholarship by Class of 1964 student, Mary Cameron, who wished to donate the sum of $10 000 over five years, for the provision of an annual scholarship for two senior students. Mary felt moved to do this as a way of repaying the School for the wonderful education she had received there, which, she considered, had “set her up for life”. It is very gratifying to the Association, and more importantly, to the School, to now report that this has come to pass, with the first of these scholarships being awarded at the 2018 Term 1 Badges Assembly.  
To complete the record, it was at the Badges Assembly in 2017, that another new Scholarship, the John Farrands award, was first made. It recognises the most successful Year 7 candidate completing the SEAL (accelerated learning) entrance examination.
Turning to the ongoing building works at the School, Greta advised that the new Griffiths Library building, with associated classrooms, is being renovated.  It is her understanding that work on the main administrative block, ie, the old school building, would not commence for some time, as redevelopment of the Hall was the next priority, as soon as funds become available.  There was general agreement with the sentiment of a visiting ex-student, when she expressed the hope that key heritage aspects of the old school building would be preserved in any renovations.  She instanced items such as original sash windows, architraves, doorways, dado paneling, entrance hall etc.
In terms of the coming School Centenary, Greta indicated that a Sub-committee had been recently established by the school council, which includes two representatives from the Ex-Students’ Association.  This is scheduled to have its first meeting on 15 May.

OTHER REPORTS
HISTORIAN: 
Dawn commented that much effort has been made in recent months in preparing materials and displays for the fast-approaching centenary. She indicated that the recent acquisition of a new overhead digital scanner would prove to be a great asset in transferring photos and all manner of materials to a dedicated database.  She enthused regarding the value in taking selected display materials to local history events, instancing the recent Cardinia Heritage Festival, where much interest was shown in the DHS of yesteryear, and the work of the Ex-Students Association.
EDITOR:
Don noted that there had been two  examples of films that have been shown at the recent Cairns film festival that have included footage of Dandenong street scenes, with one featuring students from DHS. While on the subject of film, he also reported on a recent documentary film, shown at Cinema Nova, featuring Barry Jones’ reminiscences about films that inspired him in his formative years.  Don again reminded us to keep alert to items of news to share with others through the pages of the Newsletter.
WEBSITE/EX-STUDENT LIAISON:  
Gary gave a brief update, mentioning that there is an average of 100 visits to the website each month. Updates have been made to photo galleries and News items as they come to hand, as well as various small refinements to the Membership and Scholarship pages. The inclusion of the front page of the current Newsletter within the ‘News’ page is another new feature. In terms of Member Outreach, the highlight was an overseas visit, in which Gary and his wife Carole were hosted by ex-students in Germany, Somerset, England, and County Down Northern Ireland.
MEMBERSHIP:  
Penny reported a slight increase in numbers, with the database comprising a total of 3258 names, there being postal or email contacts for 2201of this number. Of the 3258, some form of contact has been received from 569 members in the past 5 years.  
GUEST SPEAKER:  
Greta introduced Professor Robert Griffiths to the meeting.
Robert, had been a student at DHS from 1966 to 1971, and is the grandson of Mr J L I Griffiths, our school’s third Headmaster. Mr Griffiths, who served in the school from 1937 to 1952, is remembered with great respect by many ex-students of today. He is also well-remembered as always walking with the aid of a stick, and indeed Robert brought that same stick to the meeting.  Robert recounted, with the aid of a 1914 Melbourne Argus newspaper cutting, that his grandfather had been accidentally struck by a tram while crossing the road in Carlton, resulting in the loss of his leg. Robert’s other abiding memories of his grandfather were of a formal and strict man, with “scary eyebrows”.  He drove a 1930s Hudson ‘Terraplain’, which was fitted with a special push-button clutch. He also had strong lingering memories of the car’s leather upholstery.
Robert’s father, Ken Griffiths, was a student at DHS from 1937 to 1940, the year in which he was Head Prefect.  After graduating in medicine, he became a General Practitioner in Dandenong, a role in which he was held in high esteem for many decades until his retirement. He died in 2004.

Returning to his own time at DHS, Robert particularly pays tribute to his form 5 and 6 Physics teacher, Dick Gunstone, with  his oft repeated sage advice, “return to first principles”; a maxim that has guided and rewarded Robert throughout his life, both professionally and privately. He believed in ‘open-book’ exams, less attention to rote learning, more encouragement for students to think things through.     
After completing his Science Degree at Monash University, Robert married fellow class member Denise Palmer, in 1975. Following a short period in research at Monash Robert embarked on a PhD study of the physiology and locomotion of the kangaroo, which looked at the distinct functional relationship between tendons and muscles.  He later designed and built a radio telemetry device to monitor muscle electrical activity and forces during the animal’s free running, which finally established that kangaroos are not different in basic physiology to other animals. 
In 1984, he took up a three year post-doctoral position at Calgary University, undertaking further research on muscle and tendon behaviour in freely walking domestic cats.  Outcomes from this changed all thinking about neurological control.

In 1987 Robert was a consultant with the Californian-based company, Axon Instruments, where he worked with Alan Finkel,  the current Chief Scientist, in developing the first computer-based tape recorder. 
During the mid nineties, Robert became the founding Director of the Institute of Sport & Exercise Science, at the James Cook University, Townsville, and during this three year period there he created the Bachelor of Sport & Exercise Science Degree.
Returning to the Monash Institute of Medical Research in the late nineties, Robert founded the Graduate Certificate in Exercise Medicine , and it was while here that he led important research  work in relation to SIDS, with particular reference to heart muscle chemistry.

In 2003, he became Academic Dean of Medicine at Oceania University of Medicine, based in Western Samoa, where he was asked to establish the teaching program in the fledgling medical school.

In 2004 he created a new Company to develop a monitor of Parkinson’s disease in partnership with Dr Mal Horne.  After painstaking work over seven years (without salary) this ultimately proved successful, and is still the only portable monitor for patient use available anywhere in the world.  It is used extensively throughout countries such as Germany and the UK, with major markets likely in the US and China.
In 2014, Robert accepted an Adjunct Professorship at the University of Calgary, where he travels to, for two monthly periods twice yearly.  His work there relates to human diaphragm muscle mechanics, as well as a separate project on Gait, including Step Length and Step Frequency.
 In his “spare time” Robert has developed an interest in 3Dimensional photography.  With equipment still being developed, he combines this with his love of the outdoors, and a growing interest in horse-riding, which he pursues whenever he can get to the nearby Canadian Rockies.  When developed, this will enable people with a physical disability to have a virtual walk or ride through spectacular landscapes, and with a touch of a button see on their screen “what’s around the other side of a mountain”.
He concluded by mentioning that he is President of the Beaconsfield Pistol Club.

Robert and Denise have three boys, all of whom have professional careers.
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