Christiane Buttié, a staff member at DHS from 1983,until her retirement in 2014, spoke of her background as a migrant from Mauritius in the 1960s, beginning with various short–term jobs, including stints in factory, office and librarian work, in Melbourne and Dandenong. In 1974, following the election of the Whitlam government she won a studentship for an Honours Degree in French, with a Geography Major.  This she completed in 1979, while juggling the demands of raising three children.  After three years as French teacher at Elwood, she was encouraged by then DHS Principal, Russell Williams, whom she had earlier met as a student teacher at Pakenham, to apply for a similar role about to be advertised at Dandenong. Thus began a strong thirty two year relationship.

With two of her children now in years 7 and 8 at DHS, Christiane quickly felt at home, and soon became part of what was a well organised and enthusiastically conducted French language program.  Frequent grammar exercises, songs and films, as well as conversation classes, sometimes complete with ‘cafe’ and patisseries in old room A22, all have rich memories for her, as do the ‘atmospheric’ classrooms highly decorated with French flags, posters, maps and all manner of realia, including a scattering of Chanel Yves St Laurent bottles and even  Brie cheese. Above all, with these and other efforts, such as annual language nights, complete with multi-cultural foods followed by a disco, as well as Boule competitions at Endeavour Hills, the emphasis was always on making learning fun.

With the launching of an Asian language program in 1996, Christiane undertook the needed retraining and it soon became evident that this was a popular course with students.  DHS hosted visiting groups of teachers and students from Okayama Japan for several years and six students were sponsored to study a complete year in Japan. In 2007, when Nobuko Kumakawa joined the staff a formal sister-school association began with Konohana High School, which afterwards merged into Sakuya-Konahana High School, with reciprocal visits each year, to the present time.
In looking back, Christiane’s  memories of her long and fulfilling time at DHS are, as she says,  “pigeon-holed” into pre and post 2008, the year that SWIS classroom buildings were established. This ushered in, in her words,  a new pedagogy of  three-teacher teams supervising 50 students in a variety of ‘learning spaces’; with the focus on ‘collaborative learning’, now intensified into project-based ‘authentic learning’.  With the fast pace of change in so many areas of life, including in education, Christiane finds it almost impossible to imagine the future.  She closed with the following dictum:

“To finish, I will say that what really counts is the way we touch people’s life along our journey, and the way in turn we cherish the indelible memories etched in our souls, as you do, all of you here in this room today, who work tirelessly to uphold what Dandenong High school means to us”.
..............................................................................................................


Member Henri Licht (1959-’61) gave a brief account of his recently published memoir, “The Scruff of the Neck”, which deals with his formative years as a migrant from Holland, through to his time at DHS. Henri provided a most interesting ‘word picture’ summary of the 292 pages, which was both instructive and entertaining .  The book reflects his response to various influences on his life, namely the 2nd World War, Near Death experiences, 17th Century Dutch Art, Catholicism/Philosophy, Barry Jones and DHS. Much interest was shown, to the extent that he took orders for quite a few copies from the second print run, which is currently being arranged. 

